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Retention Rates, Graduation Rates and Transfer-Out Rates 

Retention Rates   National Center for Education Statistics Definition 

Graduation Rates.  Data are collected on the number of 

students entering the institution as full-time, first-time, 

degree/certificate-seeking undergraduate students in a 

particular year (cohort), by race/ethnicity and gender; the 

number completing their program within 150 percent of 

normal time to completion; the number that transfer to other 

institutions if transfer is part of the institution's mission.  

Transfer-Out Rate.  Total number of students who are known 

to have transferred out of the reporting institution within 

150% of normal time to completion divided by the adjusted 

cohort.   

(This section was revised on 04/07/23 to include 2021-22 rates.) 

Graduation Rates & Transfer-Out Rates                              

Retention rate.  A Measure of the rate at which student persist in 

their educational program at an institution, expressed as a percentage 

of first-time, full-time bachelors (or equivalent) degree-seeking 

undergraduates from the previous fall who are again enrolled in the 

current fall.  For all other institutions this is the percentage of first-

time degree/certificate-seeking students from the previous fall who 

either re-enrolled or successfully completed their program by the 

current fall.   (This section was revised on 10/25/22 to include Fall 2021 to Fall 

2022 rate). 
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Report Year Graduation Rate Transfer-out Rate

2021-22 45% 28%

2020-21 43% 34%

2019-20 46% 27%

2018-19 45% 50%

2017-18 45% 49%

2016-17 31% 29%
*IPEDS Graduation Survey Rates.

National Student Clearinghouse data was used in the calculations.
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